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Town of Killam 


January, 1969 
1. LOCATION 


Part of the South Half of Section Seventeen, and Part of the East Half 
of Section Eighteen - 44-13-W4 in Census Division No. 7. This location is 
115 miles southeast of Edmonton on Highway No. 13, at the Junctions of 
Highway No. 13 and Highway No. 36, on the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Edmonton to Winnipeg line. 


2. ALTITUDE 
2.933 feet Latitude - 52/47 Longitude - 111/51 


3. TEMPERATURE 
Average Summer - 48.7 degrees F. 
Average Winter - 24.8 degrees F. 
Average Annual - 36.8 degrees F. 


4. RAINFALL 
Average annual rainfall - 12.14 inches. 
Average annual snowfall - 35.1 inches. 


Average annual precipitation - 15.65 inches. 


5. GEOLOGY 


Bedrock of this area is a dark grey marine shale which is assigned to 
the Bearpaw formation of Upper Cretaceous Age. These shales contain 
some bentonitic material and comparatively large quantities of salts. This 
latter feature makes the Bearpaw generally unsuitable as a water horizon. 


6. SOIL 
Killam is in the Thin Black Soil Zone. 


Vegetation - Grassland in which bluffs of trees are found in places 
where moisture conditions are more favourable. 


Soil Profile - The normal profile has a top surface that averages about 
10 inches in depth and which in its upper 3 to 6 inches is black in color. 
The remainder is usually dark brown. The sub-soil is usually brown to dark 
brown and the lime horizon is found at depths of 24 to 30 inches below the 
surface. Generally the depth to the lime layer is considered as indicative of 
the efficiency of rain penetration. 
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Fertility 

Soils in this zone are usually fairly well supplied with nitrogen and 
organic matter. In any zone exhaustive cropping depletes the soils native 
food supply and fibre. A permanent system of cropping provides for the 
adequate replacement of depleted plant foods and maintenance of organic 
matter. 


Land Use 

A greater number of soil types can be considered arable than in the 
brown zones. Wheat is the principal crop grown but considerably more diver- 
sification is possible and should be practiced to maintain soil fertility. The 
non-arable land is generally very good pasture. 


7. HISTORY 


The Town of Killam was named after the Honourable A. C. Killam, 
first Chairman of the Railway Commission of Canada. 


In the spring of 1906, the Canadian Pacific Railway branch line, Edmon- 
ton to Saskatoon was completed to Killam. Completion of the railroad brought 
settlers from Eastern Canada, United States and the United Kingdom. The 
majority of the farm land was soon taken up and a business section was built. 
That year a one-room school was built, the Methodist Church was constructed 
and the Merchants Bank opened a branch. 


Killam was incorporated as a village on December 29th, 1906, and re- 
ceived Town status on May 1, 1965. 


In 1918 land in the Killam district was selling at $65.00 an acre, and 
the farmers marketed over $1,000,000 in grain and over $300,000 in cattle. 


Fire struck the village three times, in 1915, 1920, and 1925. 


In 1928 Calgary Power Limited began to supply power to the village 
under franchise. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


Killam is the community centre for a large, prosperous, mixed farming 
area. Its wide, paved Main Street is lined with modern stores and business 
establishments. 1969 will see the hardsurfacing of all east-west avenues. 
The balance of the streets are gravelled, and regularly maintained. The resi- 
dential area is well treed, and the residents take great pride in their lawns 
and flower gardens. For the sportsman there is good hunting for ducks, geese 
and upland game birds. The average rent for a five room house is $90.00 per 
month, but very few are available. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 


_The town is governed by a council consisting of a Mayor elected for 
a period of two years, and six councillors, two elected each year for a three- 


year term. The secretary-treasurer carries out the policy set forth by the 
Council. 
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10. LAWS AND REGULATIONS 


A Zoning By-law is in force in the Town of Killam. Building regulations 
comply with the Provisions of the National Building Code of Canada. 


Electrical installations must comply with the requirements of the Alberta 
Electrical Protection Act. 


Sanitary installations must comply with the Provincial Health regulations. 


The Town is policed by the Killam Detachment of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, consisting of a Corporal and three constables. 


The R.C.M.P. police the highways and rural areas. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION 


The fire brigade consists of a Fire Chief, Assistant Chief and 17 volun- 
teer firemen. 


Fire Equipment 

One 1956 - 420 GPM pumper with 700 gallon tank, one 1952 - 625 GPM 
pumper with 250 gallon water tank, 300 feet of 2% inch hose, 800 feet of 1% 
inch hose, extension ladder, roof ladder, axes, crowbars, chemical tank, boots, 
coats, etc. 


Water Supply 


Water is obtained from wells and is pumped into three reservoirs with 
a total capacity of 60,000 gallons and a 50,000 gallon underground reservoir 


at the pumping station. 





Fine, tree-shaded residential districts accommodate many fine homes. 
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12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1968 Net Taxable Assessment 


Land $ 139,650 
Improvements 1,097,030 
Business 152,141 
Power 16,470 
Total Assessment $1,405,291 
Mill Rate: Municipal 22, Mills 
School Foundation Program 26 
School Supplementary Requis. 14 
Hospital 3.8 
Other ‘153 
TOTAL 67 Mills 
13. AREAS 


Total Area of Town - 280 acres. 
Streets and Roads - 45 acres. 


Parks & Playgrounds - 33 acres. 


Miles of Roads, Streets & Lanes Asphalt Gravel _ Total 
Provincial Main .86 19 1.61 
Streets and Roads ila! 2.87 4.38 
Lanes and Alleys 2.39 2.39 

Total Miles 8.38 


There are approximately 4% miles of cement sidewalk. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 


Storm Sewers - nil. 
Sanitary Sewers - 4.7 miles. 


Water Mains - 5 miles. 


15. POWER 


Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied to the Town under a franchise 
held by Calgary Power Limited. 
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Domestic Rates 


Available only for lighting, heating, cooking, domestic power and 
ordinary uses in private homes and apartments used exclusively for residential 


purposes. 


First 20 KWH or less used per month - $2.60 gross minimum, subject to a 10- 
day, 30c prompt payment discount. 


For the next 280 KWHours used per month —_____. Ze net per KWHr. 
For all over 300 KWHours used per Mie wl ae lic net per KWHr. 


Note - Discount of .30c applies on all bills paid within discount period. The 
above rate applies where the consumer’s maximum demand does not exceed 
10 Kilowatts. A monthly charge of .50c per KW of additional demand may 
be made. 


Connection charge - $1.00. 


Reconnection charge - $4.80. 


General Service: Rate Code 2-010 


Applicable to commercial establishments and any other premises which 
do not qualify for the residential service rate. 


Demand Charge 
$1.00 per month per Kilowatt (or fraction thereof) of Demand. 


Energy Charge 


The first 40 KWH per KW of demand 5c per KWHr 
The next 100 KWH per KW of demand 
(but not over 1000 KWH per month) 3c per KWHr 





Two Alberta government services are accommodated in Killam. 
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All additional energy used per month 1% per KWHr 


Minimum Charge - $2.30 Net per month; or the Demand Charge, 
whichever is greater. 


“Demand” means the maximum 30-minute rate of power delivery ex- 
pressed in Kilowatts, during the billing period, but not less than 75% of the 
maximum demand occurring in the preceding 12 months and in no case 
less than 1 KW. Unless a demand meter is installed the Company may estab- 
lish the demand by test, or by an estimate of the customer's connected load. 


The above are net rates applicable on accounts paid within 10 days 
of the date rendered. The net bill will be increased by 5%, but not less 
than 30c per month, after the discount date. 


Power Rates 


Available for 3 phase motors, x-ray apparatus, welding transformers, etc. 
3KVA or over. 


A demand charge of $1.00 per month per KVA of installation (1 motor 
HP being considered equivalent to .1 KVA) together with energy charges on 
the following basis: 


First 50 KWH per month per KVA of installation - 5c per KWH. 
Next 50 KWH per month per KVA of installation - 34c per KWH. 
All over 100 KWH per month per KVA of installation - 1%c per KWH. 


Minimum charge - $3.30 per month, or the amount of the demand 
charge, whichever is greater. 

Discount - 10% of the even dollars of total bill if paid within 10 days 
of the date rendered. 





Many prosperous businesses line the main street of the town. 
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Consumer's deposit - $2.00 per KVA of installation and not less than 
$10.00, or at the company’s option, twice the estimated bill. 


Reconnection charge - Twice the net minimum. 


16. WATER 


Prior to 1962, water was obtained from wells about 40 feet deep. The 
majority of homes had their own wells. In 1962 the Town of Killam proceeded 
with a groundwater exploration program. In 1963 the Town installed a 
complete water works system consisting of a groundwater production well, 
a large pumphouse with underground storage, and a distribution system of 
mains and services. 


Since that time, the town has grown considerably, and there has been 
an increasing demand for water. Since the original installation, one of the 
two observation wells has been brought into production to augment the wate‘ 
supplied from the production well. Also, an iron removal filter has been 
installed to improve the quality of water supplied to the Town. From 1963 
to 1967, the source of water for the entire town was from the production well 
pumping at the rate of 64 Igpm and one of the observation wells pumping at 
34 Igpm. With both pumps in operation and pumping through the iron 
removal filter, the combined output was 85 Igpm. 


Early in 1967, the Town decided to increase their water supply in 
order to satisfy the demands of the growing community. The site selected 
for the new production well was west of the existing water treatment plant, 
and has a safe pumping rate estimated to be 80 Igpm. With this increased 
production, additions were made to the existing pumphouse and iron removal 
plant. 


Water Analysis Parts per Million 
Total Solids 1178 
Ignition Loss 200 
Hardness 445 
Sulphates 393 
Chlorides 4 
Alkalinity 469 
Nature of Alkalinity - Bicarbonate of Lime, Magnesium and Soda. 
Nitrite nitrogen nil 
Nitrate nitrogen nil 
Iron 3.4 


Remarks: Water is chemically suitable after Iron settles. 


The rate charged for Water is on a flat rate basis. 
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17. GAS 


In 1965 the Towns of Killam and Sedgewick joined together to form 
what is known as the Sedgewick and Killam Natural Gas System. In April, 
1965, the Sedgewick and Killam Natural Gas System entered into an agreement 
with McCarty and Coleman for the purchase of natural gas from two wells 
located on the N.W.% of 10-44-13-W.4th and N.W.% of 3-44-13-W.4th. The 
Sedgewick and Killam Natural Gas System installed distribution lines from the 
well heads to the rig stations located at the town limits of each of the two 
towns. The towns then individually installed and maintain their own gas 
systems. The charge for the natural gas to the consumer is .50c¢ per M.G.F;, 
plus $3.00 per month service charge. 


Well - N.W.% of 3-44-13-W.4th - Gross B.1.U. 981 
Well - N.W.% of 10-44-13-W.4th - Gross Bale Ue 1,039 
18. L.P. GAS 


Heat Value - 2,521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60 degrees F. 
100 lb. cylinders - $4.50. 
Bulk - .13c per gallon. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60 degrees F. 
Winter grade - .19c per gal. 
Summer grade - .19c per gal. 


Storage capacity - 34,000 gallons. 


20. COAL 


Coal is secured from the mine at Forestburg, 25 miles south of Killam. 


Price - $3.00 per ton up. 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 


Straw, cereal, dairy products, poultry products, horses, cattle, hogs, 
honey, sand, gravel, oil - south of the Town. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 
Federal - Post Office, R.C.M.P. Detachment. 


Provincial - Treasury Branch, Liquor Vendor, Highway Maintenance 
Shop, Alberta Government Telephones, School Superintendent. 


Municipal - Town Hall housing (Council Chambers, and Public Li- 
brary), Fire Hall, County School Office. 
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23. HEALTH FACILITIES 


An older type hospital of 27 beds was replaced in 1963 by a modern 
hospital complex consisting of a 30-bed General Hospital owned by the Sisters 
of St. Joseph and a 50-bed Auxiliary Hospital owned by the Flagstaff-Beaver 
Auxiliary Hospital District. The latter is operated by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
under contract to the District Board. Employing 88 staff members, the hospitals 
were both accredited in 1967 by the Canadian Council on Hospital Accredita- 
tion. The Auxiliary was the first of its type in Alberta to receive accreditation, 
and the General is one of the few of its size to be so designated. The Killam 
Board of Trade built a modern Medical Centre on main street in 1958, which 
provides facilities for both medical and dental services. 


Other Health Facilities - 2 Doctors, 1 Dentist, 1 Drug Store, 1 Ambulance, 
1 Veterinarian. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES 
(Excluding Health Services) 


Type of Service No. of Establishments 
Accountant 1 
Barber Shop 1 
Beauty Parlor 1 
Watch Repair 1 
Funeral Parlor ] 
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(One day weekly) 


Lawyer 


25. TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian Pacific Railway - Edmonton to Winnipeg via Killam (Freight 
service only). 

Canadian Coachways - daily service to Edmonton and return (2 buses 
daily. ) 

Truck - daily service to Edmonton. 





The Auxiliary Hospital serves the needs of people of a wide area. 
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26. NEWSPAPERS 
Community Press - Printed at Sedgewick. (Weekly. ) 


‘ 


Edmonton Journal (Daily). 


27. COMMUNICATION 


Canadian Pacific Telegraphs, Alberta Government Telephones, Post 
Office. 


Nearest radio stations - Camrose (CFCW); nearest TV stations - 
Edmonton (CFRN and CBXT), Red Deer (CKRD). 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 


Bank of Montreal, Treasury Branch. 


29. HOTELS 
No. of Rates 
Rooms (with TV) Beer License 
Killam Hotel 18 $3.00 up Yes 
30. MOTELS 


Wagon Wheel Motel 10 Units $5.00 up 
Westview Motel 4 Units $5.00 up 


31. TRAILER COURT 


Located 4 blocks from Main Street, Coin Laundry facilities available in 
the same block. 





The General hospital at Killam is modern, well equipped and staffed. 
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32. CHURCHES 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, United, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Baptist. 


33. LODGES AND SERVICE CLUBS 


Masonic, I.0.D.E., Eastern Star, 1.0.0.F., Rebekahs, Royal Arch, Board 
of Trade, Canadian Legion, Elks, Lions. 


34. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Red Cross, Old Timers Association, Alberta Teachers Association, Home 
and School Association. 


35. EDUCATION 


The Killam schools are a unit of the County of Flagstaff No. 29. Grades 
1 to 9 are taught in the Public School, and the Grade 10 to 12 students are trans- 
ported by bus to the Central High School at Sedgewick. The Roman Catholic 
Separate School District No. 49 teaches Grades 1 to 11. 


Public School population is made up as follows: 
Grades No. of Pupils 


Elementary i lé) 150 
Junior High m-9 80 











Several fine churches, including St. Joseph’s shown above, serve the religious needs 
of the community. 
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Separate School population is made up as follows: 


Grades No. of Pupils 


Elementary 1-6 ‘ 102 
Junior High 7-9 aii 
High 10S 01 ra 


36. THEATRES AND HALLS 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Community Hall (Elks ) 200 Yes Yes 
Princess Theatre 250 Yes No 
Legion Hall 150 Yes Yes 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


The Killam Community Library is sponsored by the I.O.D.E. and mem- 
bers take turns staffing the Library. The Library also receives a grant from 
the Provincial Government under the Libraries Grant. It is open every Satur- 
day from 3 to 4:30 p.m. There are over 1000 volumes in the Library. 


Other activities - Drama at school, music, four-piece orchestra. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Boys - Boy Scouts, 4H Club, Calf Club. Figure Skating, Skiing. 


Girls - C.G.1.T., Explorers, 4H Club, Calf Club. Figure Skating, Skiing, 
Girl Guides of Canada, Brownies - Ist & 2nd Killam Pack. 





This fine modern elementary school is attended by students from a wide radius about the town. 
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39. SPORTS 


Baseball (Senior and three Little League teams), Hockey (Senior and 
Junior), Softball, Tennis, Curling, Skiing, Figure Skating. 

Facilities - Heated curling rink with three sheets of artificial ice; $60,000 
fireproof arena for hockey and skating; Tennis Court; Playgrounds for children; 
Centennial Park, officially opened in 1967, at a cost in excess of $10,000 plus 
volunteer labour; concrete grandstand seating approximately 500. Modern 
concession booth underneath the grandstand with rest room facilities. The 
Park contains 3 ball diamonds, a football field, and a % mile enclosed race 
track. ; 


Skiing - In 1966 the Killam Ski Club was formed, and skiing facilities 
were developed approximately 3 miles from town. 


Gymkhana - Several years ago the Killam Gymkhana Association was 
formed, with meetings being held once a month on the Ist Sunday of each 
month at the Killam Centennial Park. In 1968 the association had 25 active 
members. 


40. FAIRS 
Sports Day only. 


41. HISTORIC SITES 
Cairn - Memorial to veterans of First and Second World Wars. 


42. CO-OPERATIVES 

Central Alberta Livestock Shipping Association, Alberta Wheat Pool, 
United Grain Growers, Co-op General Store, Co-op Fertilizer Warehouse, Co-op 
Lumber Yard, United Farmers of Alberta Co-op Limited. 





Many sports activities can be accommodated in the large arena, 
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43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 
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3% 52 
Accountant (ie. cute rican cept ene 1 
Ambulance? ty 228.5 eee aaa aoe 1 
AUctONnEer sauseylchs mee ie Been uence 1 
Auction Market (outside town) ...... ...... 1 
Auto (Wreckers 04), (is Nahe! Seer 1 
Autobody Shop (outside town) ...... ...... 1 
Bank's 0.5.8 tees teen ae eacca) ales 2 
Barber. Shop 2) fence eek ceecereeren-ceeeeere 1 
Beautya Parlor see ee mee eee 1 
Books & Stationery ........ see Drug Store 
Blacksmitiy osu oget es aenia . areeaa costes 1 
Butchers’ shcneccsan nice erence ee Seen eos 2 
Building Contractorsmee tees 4 
Cartage™ Delivery (cue tame rae ee 1 
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Clothing (men’s & women’s) ..... ...... 3 
Coin SLaundry. 9 eee 1 
Coin, Cart Wash) ciscarecca wate retin Meni 1 
Dentistey see ee ee es 1 
Doctors’ ofa cain cic etueanis. feat eaters eae 2 
Drug Store Beyer cancers cuneate eee 1 
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44. SITES 
Industrial and _ residential pr 
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(Total capacity 590,000 bushels) 
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Oils Distributors ieee ae eee oe 3 
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Trailer Court =... tee arene eee 1 
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operty can be purchased from private 


owners and the Town at reasonable prices. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


The soils in the Killam area are classed as thin black. An impervious 
subsoil absorbs water slowly. Most of the land is under cultivation and the 
average precipitation is about 15 inches annually, with fairly good crops raised. 
However, production suffers in dry years. 


Grain and cattle are the principal sources of farm cash income. Dairying, 
hog production and poultry raising are engaged in to some extent. Very few 
sheep are raised. 


46. TRADING AREA 
North - 10 miles. 


West - 6 miles. 
South - 15 miles. 
East - 4 miles. 


47. POPULATION 
Trading area population, approximately 2,000. 
Town population, 1968 - Town Census, 867. 





Grain elevators attest to the district’s prosperous farming activities. 
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TABLE I 


SELECTED STATISTICS 


Killam, Alberta i 
1963 1964 1 965 1966 1967 1968 
Population) se 772 846 870 866 899 867 
Building Permits ........ 77,200 119,500 260,000 266,000 259,171 77,900 
($ value) (11 mos.) 


1963/64 1964/65 1965/66 1966/67 1967/68 
Motor Vehicle 


Registrations (number) ................ 692 756 783 833 889 


Source: Alberta Bureau of Statistics. 


TABLE II 


RETAIL, WHOLESALE AND SERVICE TRADE 
Killam, Alberta 
RETAIL TRADE 


1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 

Number of Firms .... 5 1; 19 18 18 

Number of Employees 28 22 30 30 34 

Annual Sales ($) ...... 1,140,780 1,137,358 1,150,232 1,340,357 1,502,361 
SERVICE TRADE 

Number of Firms ._. 9 7 10 11 10 

Number of Employees 30 13 11 2, ila 

Annual Sales ($) ........ 347,081 194,837 198,918 91,162 141,259 
WHOLESALE TRADE 

Number of Firms .... 4 6 8 8 9 

Number of Employees 15 13 21 D8} 22 

Annual Sales ($) ...... 1,008,179 1,178,198 1,215,334 1,413,788 1,477,436 


Source: Alberta Bureau of Statistics, Census of Trade. 
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